C.1 Material Selection and Collection Development Policy

It isthe pdlicy of the Chesterfield Township Library to colled, accessand aganize books
and aher print and norprint or on-line materials o that it iseasily accessbleto all users.
Materias acquired and maintained by the library provide for the educaional,
informational, cultural, and reaeaional needs of the cmmmunity it serves.

Materials sledion considers the needs and interests, bath immediate and future of
Chesterfield Township residents. Recognizing the impossbility of onelibrary’s
colledion fulfilli ng the needs and desires of all its users, consideration is given to the
accesshility of other library resources along with suppat for cooperative dfortsto
develop and show these resources.

In seleding materials for the library, the professonal staff consults a wide range of
reviewing media, negative and paitive. Considerations depend also onthe avail ability of
material and the avail ability of funds. The staff endeavorsto exercise professonal
judgment and beses its dedsion for purchase or rgjedion onseveral criteria
charaderistics. The professonal staff of the library reaognizes that the resporsibility for
the seledion d these materials requires a sensiti vity to the cmmmunity and unbased
critica evaluation.

C.2 Supporting Philosophy

In additionto the seledion procedure and criteria mentioned in this document, the
Chesterfield Township Library believesin, suppats, and foll ows the principles of
intellecua freedom. Basic to the padlicy isthe First Amendment to the United States
Congtitution, The Library Bill of Rights, The Freedom to Read, the Freedom to View,
and Accessto Eledronic Information, Services, and Networks: an Interpretation d the
Library Bill of Rights as adopted by the American Library Association.

Processng and shelving of material shall in noway refled avalue judgment of the
materials. Most materials will be shelved in their proper order on open shelves; fredy
and easily accessbleto the pulic. Spedfic itemsthat are not in Dewey sequence ae
those with physicd limitations, frequently used reference books, expensive periodicds
such as Vaue Line, and bools difficult to replaceif misang. Someitems could be
shelved separately for easier patron access e.g., large print, mysteries.

Thelibrary asaures free accssto its haldings. All patrons are freeto seled or rgjed any
item in the wlledion. Individua or group peudices abou a particular item or type of
materialsin the wlledion may not predude its use by others.



Parental right to censor children’s materials will be enforced orly by the parents. The
library will not be resporsible for a child’s sledion o library materials. That
resporsibility rests whally onthe diild’s parents or legal guardians. Seledion d material
isnot restricted by the fad that the dhild may be &leto passessmaterials her/his parents
may find ojedionable.

C.3 Responsibility for Seledion

It isthe pdlicy of the Chesterfield Township Library, under paolicies determined by the
Library Board, that the Library Diredor has the resporsibility for overseang the
colledion. Actua seledionis performed by members of the professonal staff under the
guidance of the Diredor.

C.4 Sdedion Criteria

It isthe pdlicy of the Chesterfield Township Library to use the aiterialisted below for the
seledion d Library materials:

* Public ned, both current and future

» Relation of work to existing colledions

* Ned for calledion depth, breadth and variety

» Seriousliterary, artistic, political or scientific value

* Local or regional interest and significance

* Acauracy of information (Theinformation is current, correct, and asfar
as posgblefree from unfounded or irr ational basis. Opposing viewpoints
are represented in thetotal colledion, if not alwaysin individual works.)

*Seelnternet Policy

* Historical value

* Authority and reputations of author (s), composer(s), director (s), and
publisher(s)

* Favorable review by individuals with expertisein the subjed

* Remgnition asaward-winning or “classc” work

e Quality of production

» Appropriatenessfor theintended audience

* Inclusion of work in indexes, bibliographies, and mediagraphies

* Price

* Auvailability of material elsewherein the Suburban Library Cooperative
member libraries

» Spedal features (such as plates, indexes, bibliographies, etc.)

* Facility of use

* Popular demand

* Uniquenessof dataincluded in an eledronic database or enhancement of
accessto data because of format
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These seledion criteria gply to all materias, regardlessof format * (seelnternet Policy)
or intended age level. The purchase of materials does nat indicae that the Chesterfield
Township Library endarses the wntents therein.

To fully serve the varied educaional, cultural, reaeaional andinformational neels and
demands of the library’s diverse pubic, the library includes the aquisitions of awide
range of non-print materials. The seledion d non-print materialsis based utimately on
the same principles as those gplied to the seledion d print materias.

Judicious use of revenue and attainment of the library’s misson require that those
persons charged with seledion d materials for the Chesterfield Township Library weigh
several variablesin making seledions. Fadors aff eaing the dhoiceof materialsinclude
but are nat limited to avail abilit y of space client demand, and restrictions of budget.

C.5 Maintenance of the Collection

It isthe pdlicy of the Chesterfield Township Library to systematicaly remove materials
which are nolonger useful in arder to maintain a arrent, vital, acairate, and inviting
colledion. Many of the same principles gated in the Library’s Coll edion Development
Policy are used to evaluate materials for removal. Discarding materias from the
Library’s colledionis based on bu nat limited to the foll owing gquidelines:

» physically worn out or damaged materials
» obsoleteinformation

* insufficient use

* miseading information

* gpaceavailability

* re-evaluation of collection emphasis

C.6 Gifts

It isthe pdlicy of the Chesterfield Township Library to accept doretions of materials and
fundsto puchase materias with the understanding that the library reserves the right of
determining if, and what manner, the doreted items dhoud be used. Gifts of materials
and items dorated become the property of the Library, and are acceted with the
understanding that they are governed by the same principles and criteria goplied to the
seledion d itemsfor purchase. No condtions may beimposed relating to any gift. Items
deemed inappropriate for our colledion may be refused ar passed onto ancther institution
or library, or the Friends of the Library for their sale(s). Acknowledgment of giftsfor tax
records may be provided; however, the library will not appraise doreted items.
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